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SUBJECT: US-JAPANESE CONSULTATIONS IN LATIN AMERICA 

REF: STATE 91 134 

WE RECOMMEND THAT THE AGENDA FOR THE US-JAPANESE CONSULTATIONS 
IN LA INCLUDE THREE ITEMS TO WHICH REFTEL MADE NO SPECIFIC 
REFERENCE: 

-FUKUDA'S VISIT TO BRAZIL LAST FALL, WHICH WAS AN IMPORTANT 
POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT IN BRAZILIAN- JAPANESE RELATIONS, AND 
HAD IMPLICATIONS FOR US INTERESTS IN SEVERAL AREAS, E.G., 

SOYBEAN TRADE, CERTAIN MINERALS AND STEEL PROJECTS. 

-STATUS OF THE PROSPECTIVE ALBRAS, CARAJAS, AND TROMBETAS 
PROJECTS AND PERHAPS OTHER PROJECTS WHICH HAVE US AND 
JAPANESE INVESTOR INVOLVEMENT OR WHICH WILL SUPPLY THE US 
AND JAPANESE MARKETS WITH IMPORTANT MINERALS. 

-THE IMPLICATIONS FOR US AND JAPANESE POSITIONS ON 
MINERALS CARTELS OF BRAZIL'S DECISION TO AVOID, FOR THE 
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